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|dioms Connected To “Fire”

Read the text and find 10 idioms.:

Burning Ambition

My brother is an actor. We have always got on like a house on

fire, but some people do not find him so easy to get along with -
this made it difficult for him to become successful....

He had always had a burning ambition, but was very often shot

down in flames. This was usually due to his fiery temper. His first
audition in particular was a disaster....

It started out okay , but then the director made a suggestion for

improvement. My brother didn't like this, and very soon sparks
began to fly. He knew that he was playing with fire arguing with
the director, but he just could not control his temper. What started
as a heated discussion, soon turned into a blazing row right on the
stage in front of everyone. This row ended with the director saying
that even though my brother had some talent, he was never going
to set the world on fire. He left the audition feeling disappointed

and angry with himself, his plans to become an actor seemed to

have completely gone up in smoke. He realised that to become

successful he needed to learn how to control his temper.

Fast forward to now and there has been some improvement, he

has even just recently got his first acting role!
However time will tell how long he can keep his temper under

control.



Did you find them all?

To get on like a house on fire
To have a burning ambition
To be shot down in flames

A fiery temper

Sparks (began to) fly

To play with fire

A heated discussion TOR TIRY

Always check the way that the
A b|azing row idioms are used in a sentence,
this will help you identify
whether they are used as a verb

To set the world on fire
or noun etc.

To go up in smoke



Exercise 1

Using the context of the text to help you, match the idioms

to their meanings:

To get on like a house
on fire

To have a burning
ambition

To be shot down in
flames

A fiery temper
Sparks (begin to) fly

To play with fire

A heated discussion
A blazing row

To set the world on
fire

To go up in smoke

The tendency to become

angry, quickly

An angry. animated
conversation or dispute

To get along well/have
a god relationship

( To start) a heated
encounter; an argument with
To be strongly critisised or

rejected

To do something remarkable

/ be very successful

To be destroyed / come to
nothing

To have a strong need or

desire to do something

To ’que CGFQIGSS I"iSI(S/

do something dangerous

A noisy and intense

argument



Notes

DI YYOU [RNOW/

The use of idioms varies greatly
depending on anything from
geographical region to personal
preference. This sometimes G
makes it difficult to say whether

an idiom is “common” or not.

TOR UlP

Don't just write long lists of

unconnected words in your notebook.
Try to record new vocabulary in
logical groups, for example with

expressions, situations in which you
can use them.




Exercise 2

Put the dialogue in the correct order:

“Yes, you'd certainly be playing with fire if you had to
cut people open all day! You can’t do that if there is a
risk of you fainting!”

‘Not at all. We've both got fiery tempers, so sparks
often flyl It keeps things interesting!”

“Hi Phill, how's it going? | haven't seen you for ages! |
ﬂo remember we used to get on like a house on fire in

college.”

“Each to their own! What works for one doesn't work
for another. Although saying that, | should probably

get home! It was great seeing you PhillV”

‘| wouldn't know about that, I'd be shot down in flames
if | disagreed with my wifel We have the odd heated
discussion here and there, but that's about all”

“Oh dear, nothing serious | hope..?”



“You're right, | did! However, all my plans went up in smoke when my
sister broke her leg in a horse riding accident. It was a particularly
gruesome injury and | was completely useless! | just could not deal with
all the blood and | knew then that | wouldn't be able to set the world
on fire as a surgeon!”

“Hi Matt, yes we did! | can’t believe it's been so long!
I'm good thanks, I've just started a new job in

medicine.”

“I'm alright thanks. Actually I've just had a blazing row

with the wife, so I've come out for a walk.”

“Absolutely right! So | decided to work for a
pharmaceutical company instead, in sales - a much

safer bet! Anyway, how are you?”

“You too Matt, let’s hope it's not so long next timel!”

“Oh yes, | remember that you always had a burning

ambition to become a surgeon!”



Exercise 3

REMENIEERE

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the
Pay attention to the form of the

idioms. idiom when putting it in a
Add any other words necessary to make the sentence sentence.

correct.

I'm devastated. | was so confident that | could win the dance competition, but

. now I've broken my leg my plans.... completely

Our boss has got such ... that we are afraid to say the wrong thing.

It may be unusual, but me and my sister have always We have

3. a great relationshipl!

Felix has always to become a journalist.
4,
Emma has a terrible voice. She's never going with her singing
5. skills.
Paul knew he arguing with his teacher, but he just

6. hated being told what to do.

| hated my co-worker from the moment we met. right at

7. the first meeting.

8 “Why is it so tense in here?” We and we can't

even look at each other right now.

9. I'm so embarassed. | just asked that girl out at the bar but she completely

10.

We can't talk about politics in my family without it turning into

To get on like a house on fire To play with fire

To have a burning ambition A heated discussion

To be shot down in flames A blazing row

A fiery temper To set the world on fire

Sparks (begin to) fly To go up in smoke



Exercise 4

Now, have a go at writing your own sentences with the idioms:

To get on like a house on fire To play with fire

To have a burning ambition A heated discussion

To be shot down in flames A blazing row

A fiery temper To set the world on fire
Sparks (begin to) fly To go up in smoke

]
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Exercise 5

Write answers to the following questions. Continue on the next page if necessary.

1. Do you have a burning ambition?

2. Have you ever had a blazing row? Write about it.

3. Do you know anyone with a fiery temper? Write about them.

4. Have you ever been shot down in flames? What happened?

5. Who do you get on with like a house on fire?

6. Have any of your plans ever gone up in smoke?



Notes
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Exercise 6

Continue the story below using all of the idiom:s.

Amelia had a/ways wanted to be an author......
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Exercise 7

Can you correct the mistakes in these sentences?
Each sentence has one mistake.
You can use the following page to write any notes.

s
?
{

A



Notes

DI DMOUIKIN OV

It is fine to make mistakes in English!

Try to focus more on communication,
and getting your point across.
Put more emphasis on those mistakes
that prevent you from doing this.




Language Review

Printable
Activity
Memory Game
}( ............................................................. L
 to get on like a house on fire:
to have a burning ambition
to be shot down in flames
a fiery temper
sparks fly
to play with fire
a heated discussion
a blazing row
to set the world on fire
to go up In smoke
Instructions

1.Cut out all of the idioms.

2.Place them all face down.

3.Turn over two at a time, trying to make the complete phrase. For extra
practice, say the definition of each idiom after you have matched it.



Language Review

Memory Sheet Printable

Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com AC.I.IVI.I.y

Do this review about one month after your

first contact with the idioms..

To get on like a house on fire

My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:



Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity

Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com

To have a burning ambition

My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:



Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity

Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com

To be shot down in flames

My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:



Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity
Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com
A fiery temper
My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:



Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity
Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com
Sparks fly
My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:

20



Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity
Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com
To play with fire
My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:
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Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity

Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com

A heated discussion

My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:
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Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity
Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com
A blazing row
My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:
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Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity

Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com

To set the world on fire

My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:
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Language Review

Printable
Memory Sheet Activity

Adapted from: thisreadingmama.com

To go up in smoke

My definition: Picture to help me remember:

Example sentence: Synonyms:
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Answer

Key

Exercise 1: Exercise 3: Exercise 4:

1.have/gone up in smoke You can check your answers
2.a fiery temper to these during your lesson.
3.got on like a house on fire

To get on like a house on fire To get along well/have a god relationship
To have a burning ambition To have a strong need or desire to do something
To be shot down in flames To be strongly critisised or rejected

4.h i iti . .
A fiery temper The tendency to become angry, quickly 5 fcd c:fl:;]urnmgldambl{:.lon EXQrClse 5:
Sparks (began to) fly ( To start) a heated encounter; an argument with 6'\:(:2 la ?nwo‘:mhogre"e You can check your answers
To play with fire To take careless risks/ do something dangerous 7'5 qulfs l::le gc’m to fl to these during your lesson.
A heated discussion An angry. animated conversation or dispute -sparks beg Y
A blazing row A noisy and intense argument 8-have just had a blazing E H &
i i xercise O:
To set the world on fire To do something remarkable / be very successful row/heated dIS‘CUSSIOI’I
. ; 9.shot me down in flames You can check your answers
To go up in smoke To be destroyed / come to nothing . . . .
10.a heated discussion/blazing to these during your lesson.
row

Exercise 2:
“Hi Phill, how's it going? | haven’t seen you for ages! | remember we used to get on like a house on fire in college.”
“Hi Matt, yes we did! | can’t believe it's been so long! I'm good thanks, I've just started a new job in medicine.”
“Oh yes, | remember that you always had a burning ambition to become a surgeon!”

“You're right, | did! However, all my plans went up in smoke when my sister broke her leg in a horse riding accident. It was a particularly gruesome injury and | was
completely useless! | just could not deal with all the blood and | knew then that | wouldn't be able to set the world on fire as a surgeon!”

“Yes, you'd certainly be playing with fire if you had to cut people open all day! You can’t do that if there is a risk of you fainting!”

“Absolutely right! So | decided to work for a pharmaceutical company instead, in sales - a much safer bet! Anyway, how are you?”

“I'm alright thanks. Actually I've just had a blazing row with the wife, so I've come out for a walk.”

“Oh dear, nothing serious | hope..?"

“Not at all. We've both got fiery tempers, so sparks often fly! It keeps things interesting!”

‘I wouldn't know about that, I'd be shot down in flames if | disagreed with my wifel We have the odd heated discussion here and there, but that’s about all.”
“Each to their own! What works for one doesn’t work for another. Although saying that, | should probably get home! It was great seeing you Philll”

“You too Matt, let’s hope it's not so long next time!”

Exercise 7:
“. You are playing with fire. Stop that now!” Memory Game:
2. “Every time we talk, it turns into a heated discussion”

3. We'd (had) always got on like a house on fire, until we had that argument.

4. If we hadn’t had that blazing row, we'd still be friends today.

5. You've got such a fiery temper!

6. If you keep behaving like that, your whole world will go up in smoke.

7. He has always had a burning ambition to become a musician.

8. Look at them talking angrily with each other. Sparks will certainly fly next time they meet!

9. | asked my boss for a pay rise, but | was shot down in flames.

10. You've certainly got talent! You will definitely set the world on fire. / You're definitely going to

Memory Sheet
This is for your own use and
interpretation.

26



Get In
Touch

Now that you have finished the workbook,

why not book a lesson with me?

How will this help?
* | can check all of your written answers.
We can practise the new vocabulary in speaking.

* | can answer any questions you have about the lesson or

vocabulary.

You can contact me on the emai

address below.

info@pinkflamingoenglish.com

fE oMo

Pink Flamingo English Online
IWW.DI nlz'“nrni nnnnnn Ilclﬁ com

Igociiygtioincuiii

Arrd“ge
our \esson
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